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	Literacy
Word reading:
We will enjoy finding out lots of fascinating facts about mini-beasts and dinosaurs by reading a variety of non-fiction texts. We will also enjoy stories within our topic such as What the Ladybird Heard by Julia Donaldson and Dinosaur Roar by Henrietta Stickland which has some great descriptions of dinosaurs to help us in our own writing! We will follow and learn the story, The Very Hungry Caterpillar by Eric Carle and use this story to help us make up our own stories. We will continue learning phonics and tricky words in our daily phonics lessons. 

Comprehension: 
We will continue to discuss what we have read during reading for pleasure and within our daily guided reading sessions to ensure the children are understanding what has been read or what they themselves have read. We will continue to make simple predictions about the book we are going to read.

Writing: 
[bookmark: _Int_CTsTASws]Opportunities for writing will include writing sentences linked to the Very Hungry Caterpillar story, writing a description of a dinosaur we have created on the computer and creating a story based on Jack and the Beanstalk. Independent writing will include shopping lists, receipts, telephone orders and messages, adverts for food, food checklists, clipboards for excavation notes and labelling. Children will have access to mark-making equipment at all times and encouraged to write in all areas of their learning. We will have regular letter formation practice during our daily phonic sessions and weekly handwriting sessions. 





	Personal, Social and Emotional Development

Managing Self
Learning in groups and playing games supports children in developing their confidence. Our Minibeast investigation area will give children opportunities to explore the characteristics of minibeasts with their friends. Children will share facts that they have learnt about dinosaurs; discussing which ones they would like to meet!


Self-regulation:  
[bookmark: _Int_0K7TI3B9]The children will continue to learn about caring for others and about caring for and observing our class caterpillars will give us lots of opportunities for discussion about how to care for the caterpillars as they grow and change into butterflies. We will discuss the importance of looking after minibeasts outside and how we should gently put them back where we found them. 

Building relationships:
[bookmark: _Int_F9TLvExC]Creating minibeast homes in small groups will develop friendships and foster kind and helpful behaviour. Taking turns and being friendly when a player or team loses/wins a game is of great value and is modelled throughout the year.
	Communication and Language

Listening, attention and understanding:  
We will play lots of listening games to practice our listening skills and hear stories linked to mini beasts and dinosaurs. Children will be encouraged to ask questions about what they have heard.
Learning about mini beasts and dinosaurs through play will grow children’s understanding of this topic. We will play games to develop this and discuss observations of what we have read, seen, and heard. Caring for our class caterpillars will help us to grow an understanding of what insects need to grow and thrive beyond the classroom.


Speaking:
[bookmark: _Int_JfFLuy0E]Sorting and identifying minibeasts, and discussing fascinating facts about dinosaurs encourages our use of language and develops our vocabulary. We will model asking questions and openly discuss how we can find out answers to our questions to foster children’s curiosity and develop their learning. 

	Maths:
Number:  
[bookmark: _Int_7MRsigPk]Across the summer term we will be learning about addition and subtraction. By using real objects, we will see that the quantity of a group can be changed by adding more or taking away. We will learn how the numbers to 20 can be shown in different ways and find one more and one less. We will learn that double means, ‘twice as much’ and we will halve quantities by sharing items into equal groups and discuss fair and unfair sharing. Mathematical stories in meaningful contexts will help us to solve problems and we will record our thinking using pictures and number sentences. 


	
	
	
	Expressive Arts and Design

Creating materials: 
We will focus on artist Eric Carle’s collaging technique and create our own butterflies, make homes for mini-beasts using junk modelling, observational drawings of our class caterpillars, butterflies, and design and make a dinosaur.

Being imaginative and expressive:
Our domestic role play will allow us to continue to explore daily life. We will explore how dinosaurs move and create a piece of music by experimenting with a range of instruments. Mini beast and dinosaur small world play areas will support children play as part of a group and act out their own stories. 

	Understanding The World:  

Past and present:
We will talk about how the Earth has changed since the time of the dinosaurs and how we now have homes, schools, churches, train stations, and libraries in our communities. We will discuss how we have changed since starting Reception by thinking about what we can now do as well as discussing what we are looking forward to within Year 1. 

The natural world: 
We will find out what the children already know about mini beasts and their homes and habitats. We will be mini beast detectives and go on hunt in the nature area, using a checklist to identify the insects we find and observe similarities and differences between them.  We will care for and observe class caterpillars and watch carefully for the many changes that happen in their life cycle and eventually release the butterflies on the field!  We will compare mini beasts to dinosaurs and discuss ideas about how why dinosaurs no longer exist.  We will explore their diet and shape of their teeth and learn about carnivores, herbivores, and omnivores.

People, culture, and communities:  
We will talk about our favourite mini beasts and dinosaurs and discuss the different views within the class. In RE we will be learning about why Jewish families say prayers and blessings.

	Reception learning experience

Learning theme: …

Growing and Changing
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Engage: Caterpillars arrive in the classroom!
Express: Butterflies are set free into the world!	


	Gross motor skills:  
During PE sessions this half term we will be thinking about body management where we will be learning to us apparatus safely and correctly, perform a range of rolls and jumps and to work as part of team. We will also take part in a range of team games in preparation for sports day. 

Fine motor skills:
Children will strengthen their fine motor skills by excavating small bones from a sandpit with a paintbrush. The children will continue to have daily funky finger activities during their daily morning work. We will have regular writing opportunities during the day in continuous provision, as well as through focused phonics and handwriting sessions.


	
	Links to Spirituality

WOWS: Observing daily changes to the caterpillars growing into butterflies in our classroom! 
OWS: Knowing not all habitats are safe for minibeasts to survive or be looked after, extinction of dinosaurs.
NOWS: Ensuring we are taking care of minibeasts daily when playing in our outdoor area.
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