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	Literacy

Word Reading: We will continue learning our Phase 2 graphemes in our daily phonics sessions. We will be focusing on letter sounds ‘j’, ‘v’, ‘w’, ‘y’, ‘z’.


Comprehension: The children’s ‘Talk for Writing’ focus text will be” Dear Zoo” by Rod Campbell. They will begin learning to retell the story using actions, props, and puppets to bring it to life. As part of this, they will also sequence pictures from the story and practise retelling it verbally.

Writing: During funky fingers, children will continue to develop finger strength, hand control, and overall fine-motor coordination. They will be supported to use the static tripod grip, with regular reminders and modelling of correct pencil hold.
Children will access a wide range of mark-making opportunities, including tummy-time activities that encourage controlled movements from left to right. These will focus on forming continuous shapes and patterns such as lines, dots, circles, zig zags and crosses.
Children will begin to write their name; correct letter formation will be encouraged. They will practise starting and finishing each letter in the appropriate place building confidence and accuracy over time.
	Personal, Social and Emotional Development
Managing Self:
We will be talking about the reasons for rules and what behaviour is expected. We shall continue to encourage the children to go to the toilet independently and wash their hands. We would appreciate your help with these skills. Please encourage your child to dress and toilet themselves daily, it may take longer, but with patience and praise they will enjoy feeling more confident and independent. The children will also have opportunities to share their ‘wow moments’—home learning achievements they feel proud of—with their friends and teachers. It’s always a joy to see the progress they’re making at home, and we can use these moments to make meaningful links in their learning journey.


Building relationships: 
Throughout the year, we continue to nurture these important social skills—helping one another, playing cooperatively, sharing, and taking turns in group activities. Listening respectfully and speaking kindly to everyone are also key values we promote every day.

Self-regulation:  Learning to explain events and follow instructions is an important step in developing independence and preparing for school. Through this, children begin to understand the boundaries in place and the behavioural expectations within the setting.



	Communication and Language

Listening and attention and understanding: We will continue to encourage the children to listen attentively to both adults and their peers, and to share their own experiences related to zoos, farms, pets, and other animals. These personal stories will help inspire and shape our small world play areas.
As part of our phonics learning, we’ll explore letter sounds and how they are represented by different letters. The children will practise careful listening and begin to ‘sound out’ these phonemes.
We’ll also enjoy a wide range of stories, nursery rhymes, and poems linked to our learning themes, encouraging children to join in and engage with the language. They will be supported to speak in full sentences, express their ideas and feelings, and take part in two-way conversations. Alongside this, we’ll continue to emphasise the importance of listening to others and taking turns when speaking.

Speaking: Children will have opportunities to share their own experiences related to our learning theme, ‘Animals’. They’ll take part in rich speaking and listening activities, with plenty of chances to practise turn-taking during small world play and outdoor learning time.

	Maths

Numbers: We will continue to practise counting and comparing small groups of objects, matching the total to the correct numeral. The children will also build on their understanding of size by using mathematical language such as 'short', 'long', 'shortest', and 'longest' as they compare different items.

Numerical Patterns: The children will be revisiting the concept of repeating patterns as we work to consolidate this important skill. They will be encouraged to create and continue patterns using three or four colours. One of our hands-on activities will involve making patterned snakes using coloured pasta—an enjoyable way to explore sequencing and colour recognition through play.


	
	
	
	Expressive Arts and Design

Creating with materials: Children will explore a variety of materials—both natural and man-made—as they create collages and models. These activities will help them develop key skills in painting, printing, sticking, and model-making, while also practising the use of tools such as scissors.
In our music sessions, we’ll be learning a range of songs linked to our learning themes. Children will be encouraged to listen to different styles of music and share their responses. We’ll also be exploring musical concepts such as long and short sounds, as well as high and low pitches.

Being imaginative: Our small world play will be closely linked to our theme of ‘Animals’. Children will explore imaginative settings such as a jungle, a swamp, a farm, and pet environments. Through this, they’ll also learn about how we care for different animals in each setting.



	Understanding The World:  

People, cultures and communities: During the Summer term nursery children will begin to attend whole school celebration assemblies and be included in collective worship assemblies. Nursery children will learn that they are part of our school family. 
The Natural World: children will explore a wide range of animals and begin to notice similarities and differences between them. They will learn about where animals live, what they eat, and how they move. 
Through stories, small world play, outdoor exploration and hands on activities, children will:
· Develop curiosity about animal habitats such as farms, jungles, oceans and woodlands.
· Observe and talk bout features of animals, including size, colour and patterns.
· Begin to classify animals – pets, wild animals, farm animals
· Learn how to care for living things and understands that animals have needs such as food, water and shelter.
· Engage in imaginative play linked with animals, supporting language development and storytelling.
Children will be encouraged to ask questions, make observations and share their ideas, helping them build confidence in talking about the natural world.

Technology:  Children will continue to have opportunities to use simple equipment, such as turning on a CD player to listen to stories, navigating touch-capable technology like Bee Bots, and taking photographs with iPads and using wind-up toys.

	Nursery learning experience
Learning theme: Animals
Engage:  Dear Zoo by Rod Campbell
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Links to Spirituality

WOWS: Finding animal footprints or signs of animals outdoors



OWS: Some places in our community and the greater world treat animals with disrespect


NOWS: Understanding that animals have needs like we do – food, water, shelter and safety.

	Physical Development:

Fine Motor: 
Children have access to Funky Fingers activities in the provision that focus on developing their dexterity and the children this term will learn how to use different tools. 

Gross Motor: We will continue to encourage the children to move freely, confidently, and with enjoyment in a variety of ways—such as slithering, shuffling, rolling, crawling, walking, running, jumping, skipping, sliding, and hopping.
Through racing and chasing games, they will also learn to navigate space successfully while playing cooperatively with others.

Health and Self-Care: We will continue to encourage children to use the toilet independently and wash their hands. Your support with these skills is greatly appreciated. Please also encourage your child to dress themselves. While it may take longer, with patience and praise, they will gain confidence and enjoy their growing independence.
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